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Kings Billabong Regulator – Community Update 1 
 
February 21, 2011. 
 
In order to ensure the community has up to date and accurate information about the 
Kings Billabong regulator project, the following “Frequently Asked Questions” have 
been put together. 
 
The Mallee CMA is committed to working with the community to improve the health 
of Kings Billabong. The Authority will communicate openly and transparently with 
the community, and encourages local residents and interest groups to be involved in 
the development of the operating plan for the Kings Billabong Regulator. 
 

How much will water levels lower during operation of the 
regulator? 

i. Up to one metre. 
ii. Water levels in the billabong will be varied each year, not always by as much 

as one metre. Sometimes it may be lowered less. 
iii. The variation in water levels will be enough to prompt environmental 

improvements, while having minimal impact on the view and accessibility of 
community members to the billabong. 

What will this look like? 
i. Lowering the billabong’s water level by up to one metre is equivalent the draw 

down witnessed when the weir was removed in June/July 2010. 
ii. The operations plan will set out the water level targets over the next five years, 

but water levels will not be lowered by more than one metre. Residents and 
stakeholders are asked to be involved in this process so their needs/preferences 
are considered in the operating plan. 

Will the water levels ever be lowered more than one metre? 
i. The water level in Kings Billabong will not be lowered by more than one 

metre for environmental purposes. 
ii. Reductions beyond one metre may be required at some point to allow for 

maintenance on irrigation infrastructure. 
iii. The operations plan will set out the water level targets over the next five years, 

but it will not be lowered by more than one metre. Residents and stakeholders 
are asked to be involved in this process so their needs/preferences are 
considered in the operating plan. 

 

When will the water levels be lowered? 
i. Water levels would be lowered in the billabong between the end of March and 

the end of August; with the billabong refilled to full supply level in September 
to comply with Lower Murray Water (LMW) irrigation requirements. 
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ii. This timeline also allows tourism operators who run kayaking tours etc at the 
billabong to take advantage of high water levels in the billabong during times 
of peak demand. 

 

Will the billabong be completely dried out? 
i. No. 

ii. There is no intention to entirely dry out Kings Billabong. 
iii. Drying out the billabong is not the objective of reintroducing a wetting and 

drying cycle to the water body. The objective is to improve the health of the 
billabong, which can be achieved by returning variations in the water level. 

iv. Additional reasons why the billabong won’t be dried out include: 
a. It would take too long to completely dry out the billabong, making this 

unfeasible during the irrigation off-season. 
b. The inlet channel is a physical restraint. 
c. The resident native catfish population must be protected by retaining 

water in the billabong. 
d. The billabong is a refuge for existing plants and animals. 

 

How will views of the billabong be affected by the lowering of 
water levels? 

i. Residents of houses on the western side of the billabong, along Cooke Street 
in Nichols Point, will see minimal change to the water level on the foreshore 
of the billabong; they will notice a recession of the water level on the fingers 
on the eastern side of the billabong. 

ii. Residents along Cureton Avenue, from Belar Avenue to Cooke Street, are 
expected to notice very little, if any change in their view of the billabong. 

 

What exactly is an operating plan? 
i. The Kings Billabong Operating Plan will set out how the Kings Billabong 

Regulator will be operated for the next five years. 
ii. This plan will include what the variation in water levels will be over the next 

five years. Water levels will not be lowered by more than one metre. 
iii. The operating plan will be developed by the Mallee CMA, taking into 

consideration the concern, needs and preferences of local residents, interest 
groups, Lower Murray Water’s irrigation requirements, and the needs of Parks 
Victoria (as the land manager). 

iv. The operating plan needs to be flexible enough to allow operations to reflect 
changes in the environment (e.g. don’t reduce water levels in the billabong 
during times of high flows).  

v. Residents and stakeholders are asked to be involved in this process so their 
preferences are considered in the operating plan. 

 



 

 

3

Why should local residents/interest groups care about the 
operating plan? 

i. The construction of the regulator itself does not impact on residents/interested 
stakeholders; the operation of the structure will. 

ii. Residents/interested stakeholders will have the chance to have their 
issues/concerns/preferences heard and considered as part of the development 
of the operating plan. 

iii. Residents and stakeholders are asked to be involved in this process so their 
preferences are considered in the operating plan. 

 

How can people get involved in the development of the 
operating plan? 

i. The Mallee CMA will advise local residents/interested stakeholders when the 
first workshop is held to begin the development of the operating plan. This 
workshop will also be publicly advertised. 

 

When will the regulator be built? 
 Construction is expected to begin in early May, 2011. 
 It will be complete by June, 2011. 
 The project is currently in detailed design phase. 

 

How will we know if it’s improving the health of Kings 
Billabong? 
The following will be carried out to monitor the environmental response to the 
operation of regulator: 

 Acid sulphate soils: alkaline testing as recommended by previous assessments. 
 Groundwater: bore observations. 
 Ecological monitoring: 

o Fish surveys 
o Frog surveys 
o Vegetation surveys 
o Waterbird surveys 
o Water quality monitoring 

 




